
While the city of Lake
Oswego plans to build a
new wastewater treatment
plant to meet environ-
mental regulations, have a
more sustainable long-term
facility and make the
Foothills area more
attractive for redevelop-
ment, the project could
require higher utility bills
for local residents.

The Lake Oswego City
Council plans to consider
a utility rate study and a
price evaluation for the
project at a meeting
Tuesday, July 21. The city
was negotiating costs with
Jacobs, its new contractor,
as of mid-June.

“Because of where we're
at in the negotiations is why
tonight we're not talking
about the cost but obviously
that is a big component of
this project that the public
will be very interested to
know,” Mayor Joe Buck said
at a June 16 City Council
meeting.

 

The city has been
working on a project to
build a new wastewater
treatment plant for more
than five years and dis-
solved its previous public-
private agreement with
EPCOR in 2024 as the city
felt at the time EPCORʼs
final offer of $674 million
to construct the plant was
too costly. It has since

‘LARGER’ RATE INCREASES
EXPECTED

pivoted to a public
financing model and is
working with Jacobs to
move the project forward.
Last year, the city received
a $123 million federal loan
as part of this effort. The
current Tryon Creek
Wastewater Treatment
Plant in Lake Oswego was
built in 1964 and is owned
by the city of Portland. The
new plant would also be
located in Foothills, adja-
cent to the current site, but
is planned to be smaller.

The public financing
model includes the Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency loan as well as
traditional municipal bonds
paid off by utility revenue
and payments from the city
of Portland.

The city does not yet
know the full costs for the
project but anticipates
increasing utility rates.

“The recent annual
wastewater rate increase
will be insufficient to repay
the debt, so larger rate
increases will be necessary,"
the city staff report said.

Stefan Broadus, the cityʼs
director of special projects,
said the city is working with
Jacobs on potential cost
reductions.

“This is going to come
down to the cost,” Councilor
Ali Afghan said at the
meeting. “Whenever we
have a number, weʼre all
going to be discussing how
much this costs and can we
afford this.”

Jacobs is a water oper-
ations and maintenance
provider that began its
water practice in Corvallis
and has continued for over
70 years in the Northwest
and Portland metro area,
delivering hundreds of
wastewater treatment plant
projects, according to
Michelle Green, a project
manager for the company.

After significant market
outreach in October 2024,
Jacobs was the one com-
pany that expressed interest
as a potential contractor.
The project team moved
forward with Jacobs to
design, build, operate and
maintain the plant.

“From an ethos per-
spective, Jacobs  ̓philosophy
and culture is very con-
sistent with the cityʼs,”
Green said during the
meeting. “We focused hard
on energy efficiency. We
looked hard at trying to
balance what̓s efficient and
effective from a very rea-
sonable life cycle cost
basis.”ʼ

The updated proposal
uses significantly less
energy than the previous
iteration, according to
Jacobs. Some parts of the
proposal, however, add
costs. For instance new
state building codes require
the city to build the plant
so it can be operational in
a seismic event instead of
simply still standing.
Broadus said this is “a big

WHAT IS JACOBS? 

What does the new
proposal include?

benefit to the community
but also comes with some
added costs.”

The proposed facility is
designed to ensure the plant
can handle future increases
in water flow amid popu-
lation increases, high-
rainfall events and
earthquakes. It would
provide a higher level of
treatment in both the dry
and wet seasons compared
to the current plant, which
does not have the capacity
to accommodate all flows
during the wet season,
Green said. The plant would
also reduce pollutants going
into the Willamette River by
about 50% during the dry
season.

Broadus said there are
strong contractual penalties
for violating odor control
and the company is liable
for any odor complaints.

“Weʼve also tried to val-
idate their design to try to
ensure that those never
even come up,” Broadus
said. He said the team has
“a very high confidence that
this odor control system is
going to work very well.”

Trucks hauling waste
would work off-hours,
when fewer cars and
pedestrians are on the
street. The proposed facility
design also mitigates noise
and light at night.

The project team and the
City Council are set to tour
the Wilsonville treatment
plant, which Jacobs built
and has operated and
maintained since 2015.
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New treatment plant could
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How many third-
graders can say theyʼve
been recognized as a
community hero?

Not many, but Timo
Aljuboorii can.

The 9-year-old was
presented the award by
the West Linn City Council
and Police Chief Oddis
Rollins during a Tuesday,
June 16 work session.

“I have a series of
presentations to do
tonight, and while they are
all exciting, the first one
that I'm going to do is
super exciting, because
we get to recognize a
community hero,” said
Chief Oddis Rollins.

A third-grader at Tri-
illum Creek Primary
School, Aljuboorii was
awarded for his
“exceptional

awareness, quick thinking
and concern for his
neighbors.”

On Friday, May 22,
while he was skate-
boarding in his driveway,
Aljuboorii saw fire coming
from the side of a
neighborʼs house on
Weatherhill Road. He
double-checked to make
sure it really was fire and
then told his mom, who
rushed over to the house
so their neighbors, and
pets, could evacuate
before calling 9-1-1.

“Timo's action serves as
an outstanding example
of what it means to be a
caring, responsible
member of our commu-
nity. At just 9 years old, he
demonstrated maturity, 
awareness, and willing-
ness to act,” said Chief
Rollins. “Thank you,
Timo, for helping keep
our community safe.”
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The West Linn City Council and Chief Oddis Rollins with Community
Hero award recepient, and third grader, Timo Aljuboorii.

WEST LINNThird grader winscommunity heroaward
Timo Aljuboorii helped alert a familyto evacuate a home that was on fire
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Not all
HEROES

wear capes.
They’re the people who lift up our community. They put out fires, feed the 

hungry, teach the young and care for those experiencing homelessness. They’re 

our friends, our neighbors, our coworkers — everyday heroes who make our 

communities a better place to live. Help us celebrate the people who make an 

impact on communities through their service to others.

Nominate a Community Hero today!

Reach New Heights This Summer 

with A-WOL Dance Collective

Outdoor Camps at Mary S. Young Park:

Weekly camps in July & August

Location: Mary S. Young Park, 

19900 Willamette Dr., West Linn 

Registration: Through West Linn Parks & 

Recreation or Lake Oswego Parks & Recreation

Phone: (503) 351-5182

Email: � y@awoldance.org

Website: www.awoldance.org/summer-camps 

Lake Oswego & West Linn Summer Camp Information

Looking for a summer camp that’s truly one of a kind? A-WOL 

Dance Collective is bringing its popular outdoor aerial camps 

back to Mary S. Young Park in West Linn, giving local children 

the opportunity to learn circus and aerial arts surrounded by 

the beauty of nature. 

Designed for ages 5-18, these week-long camps welcome 

beginners and teach students to safely climb, swing and � y on 

aerial silks, trapeze, sling and hoop while building con� dence, 

strength and creativity. Younger campers develop coordination 

and body awareness through imaginative play, while older 

students learn exciting aerial skills, tumbling and movement in 

a supportive environment. No previous experience is required, 

and all instructors are experienced in outdoor aerial rigging and 

safety. 

Camps are offered throughout the summer and registration 

is available through West Linn Parks & Recreation and Lake 

Oswego Parks & Recreation, making this a convenient and 

unforgettable adventure for local families. Financial aid is also 

available to help make these unique camps accessible to more 

children. 
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