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COURTESY IMAGE: CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO - The plans for a new wastewater treatment facility
include an administrative building and a completely enclosed plant.

Lake Oswego continues planning for new wastewater treatment
plant
 Holly Bartholomew   February 07 2022

LO city officials say rate payers wouldn't pay more because of the new facility
(https://pamplinmedia.com/images/artimg/00003727071869-0928.jpg)As parts of

the 58-year-old Tyron Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant near the end of their

useful life, the city of Lake Oswego is working on plans for a new facility to replace

the existing one near Foothills Park.

Three years ago the city began to weigh the costs of building and operating a new

facility against the costs of completing required upgrades and continuing to use the

current facility. According to Deputy City Manager Anthony Hooper, the costs

appear comparable.

As part of the planning process for the potential new plant, city officials along with

staff from EPCOR, the company that would run the new plant, presented plans for

the new facility at a Foothills neighborhood meeting

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5O7xuH3HkM) Feb. 4.

The city of Portland owns and operates the current plant, which was built in 1964 and treats wastewater from Lake Oswego, a portion of Southwest Portland and

small parcels of unincorporated Clackamas and Washington counties.
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The new facility would sit on six acres next to the existing 13-acre facility and, according to plans presented by Hooper, it would look more like a commercial facility

than a wastewater treatment plant.

With upgrades needed for the current facility to meet Department of Environmental Quality standards and to withstand a natural disaster, the city began considering

the costs of a newer, cleaner and more resilient facility in 2018. The feasibility study completed at the time revealed that over 30 years, building the new facility would

be more cost effective for the city.

Hooper explained that building the new facility wouldn't affect Lake Oswego rate payers.

"We would need to increase rates by 3.9%, whether we built a new plant or whether we upgraded the existing one," Hooper said.

The 3.9% annual increases would last for 15 to 17 years, according to the city.

While Portland owns and operates the current treatment facility, the plans in the works stipulate Portland would sell it to Lake Oswego for $1 and Lake Oswego would

own both the existing facility and new plant. EPCOR would run the new facility for Lake Oswego, serving the same population as the current Tyron Creek plant.
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After Lake Oswego purchases the existing plant from Portland, it would be responsible for its demolition and remediation.

Right now, plans for the new facility are about 30% complete, according to Hooper, but the city plans to submit its completed development application for the plant in

the next two months.

According to Lee Ward, an EPCOR project engineer, the new facility would be able to treat just as much waste as the current facility at only half the size because of a

technology called AquaNereda. While the current Tyron Creek plant treats about 7 million gallons of wastewater per day, the new facility would have the capacity to

treat 53 million gallons daily.

AquaNereda uses advanced biological treatment and aerobic granular biomass to efficiently handle sewage, Ward said.

Though the technology is about 30 years old, Ward said it's not widely used in the United States. It is much more popular in Europe, he said, though new facilities

using AquaNereda are currently in the works in Montana and Idaho.

According to Hooper, the new facility would include an administrative building built to match the neighborhood and a parking lot with 22 parking spaces. The treatment

facility would be completely enclosed, he added.
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The new facility would also be designed to continue working despite a once-in-100-years flood or a major earthquake.

According to Ward, the new plant would be expected to last at least until 2055.

"At the end of 30 years, we expect it will have a lot of life left," Ward added.

"That's very unique (for a wastewater treatment plant)," Hooper said. "But we're able to do that because of how compact the technology is."

The Lake Oswego City Council will officially decide whether to move forward with the project over the summer and preliminary construction could begin early next

year.
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